MALAIR (PVT) LTD/ PSI - ZIMBABWE
This document highlights the results of a distribution of about 15,000 Insecticide Treated Nets (ITNs) into the north eastern part of the Zambezi Valley in the province of Mashonaland Central. The ITNs were sold for a price of about US$7 through a social marketing exercise which included branding the net as Supanet together with a lot of promotional activities including theatre plays, posters etc. This programme was PSI’s second ITN programme in the world and was supported by ODA (Overseas Development Agency) now called DfID (Department for International Development). All activities occurred over a four month period from April to July 1997. This followed a period of very high malaria transmission in this area in January to March 1997.
Notes Of Net Distribution Maps
1)
Out of the 15,000 nets distributed by PSI, the maps produced account for 14 512. Some of the missing nets are accounted for by sales outside the project area, e.g. Burma Valley, while a few other nets have been sold in places which no one has heard of.

2)
While all attempts have been made to make the maps as accurate as possible, there are a number of factors which might cause errors listed below. However, for all intensive purposes, the maps do represent fairly accurately the nature and location of sales, and will give any observer a good idea of the spread and levels of sales anywhere in Mashonaland Province.

Sources Of Possible Errors
a)
The outline of the wards and the attached data such as populations used in the maps were obtained from FEWS (Famine Early Warning System). The data as found from FEWS corresponds with the 1992 Census, but it has been found that the Ministry of Health uses other ward boundaries and ward numbers which have lead to some confusion. It has been necessary to attach all sales locations to those found in the FEWS maps which has not always been easy or located with dead certainty. For example, in Centenary Ward, the health authorities continually referred to a Ward called Dambakurima which does not appear in either FEWS data or the 1992 National Census. Dambakurima it appears has been formed from a number of surrounding wards, but for the purposes of mapping, all Dambakurima locations were placed under Machaya Ward from which most of Dambakurima originated.

b)
All 1997 ward populations were calculated from 1992 Census data using a 3% increase. However, it is known that there is quite a lot of migration within the Zambezi Valley and local populations may have grown much more than 3%, but it is impossible to know by how much. Therefore, some of the figures calculated for net sales per 1000 population may be greater than reality.

c)
Net sales represent locations where nets were actually bought, but not where they may be used. In Gutsa Ward in Centenary, sales are represented as zero, but due to its close proximity to Muzarabani, one has to assume that many of the nets sold in Muzarabani represent sales also in Gutsa.

d)
Some of the net sales do not actually have a location where they were purchased except as a district. These nets were usually added to the district centres nets, e.g. net sales only specifying Guruve District were placed under Guruve Town.

Tim Freeman - 22 July 1997
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